
George Wash ington
AND THE Formation of the American 

Character
“I believe, or at least I hope, that there is public virtue enough 

left among us, to deny ourselves everything but the bare 
necessaries of life, to accomplish our end.”

 —George Wash ington

High School Essay Contest in Honor of America’s Founding
REGISTER BY NOVEMBER 28, 2008.  ESSAYS DUE JANUARY 23, 2009.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, e-mail essaycontest@isi.org, call (800) 526-7022 ext. 119, or visit www.isi.org

First Name:_______________________________________ Last Name: ________________________________________

Home Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________________________ State:______ Zip: _______________

Home Phone: ________________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________________

School Name:_________________________________________________________ Graduation Year: ________________

School City: __________________________________________________________ School State: ___________________ 

REGISTER BY: November 28, 2008                                                     ESSAY DUE TO ISI: January 23, 2009

For more information, e-mail essaycontest@isi.org, call (800) 526-7022 ext. 119, or visit www.isi.org

1ST PLACE SCHOLARSHIP: 
$1,000

2ND PLACE SCHOLARSHIP: 
$500

3RD PLACE SCHOLARSHIP: 
$250

4TH – 10TH PLACE: 
Set of ISI Books on “Order and 

Liberty at the Founding”

George Wash ington Essay Contest Registration Form 
  PLEASE neatly fi ll out and return this postcard or register for the contest online at www.isi.org by November 28, 2008.

I N T E R C O L L E G I A T E  S T U D I E S  I N S T I T U T E

EVERY 
ENTRANT WINS: 

A free copy of Patriot Sage will be 
sent to every entrant along with a 
free subscription to ISI’s journal 

of scholarship and opinion, 
The Intercollegiate 

Review.
REGISTER TODAY by fi lling out and returning the postcard below or by 

e-mailing your complete registration information to essaycontest@isi.org

Charles de Gaulle once scoffed at the 
suggestion that he was indispensible 

to the effort to rebuild France and Western 
Europe in the wake of WWII, responding 
that “the cemeteries are full of indispensible 
men.” It is tempting to believe, however, 
that at the time of the American founding, 
George Washington may well have been 
the exception to de Gaulle’s rule. He con-
spicuously stands out from among the oth-
er central fi gures of the founding era and 
earns Lighthorse Harry Lee’s encomium as 
having been “First in war, fi rst in peace, and 
fi rst in the hearts of his countrymen....”
 The task of defi ning American identity 
is an ongoing, and seemingly endless, proj-
ect—and one that each generation must 
take up anew. Answers to the question of 
what constitutes the distinctly American 
character range far and wide, taking on a 
different cast when examined through the 
respective disciplinary lenses of history, po-
litical science, economics, or the arts. 
 Careful study of the nation’s founding 
architects reveals a remarkably diverse and 

complex set of animating convictions that 
only compound the challenge of defi ning 
the American character. Like his renowned 
contemporaries, Washington’s personal nar-
rative was hardly monochromatic. It may 
well be that his enduring contribution to 
the American personality is the imprint of 
both his personal and public identity upon 
the nation he loved and served. 
 Students participating in this essay 
contest are asked to consider at least two 
central elements of Washington’s pub-
lic or private life that found expression in 
American identity. Essayists are encouraged 
to consider how those characteristics have 
been weakened or strengthened over the 
past two centuries and what this suggests 
about the American character.
 Essays are to be between 1,200 and 
1,500 words long. Printed entries should be 
double-spaced and printed on one side of 
the page only. All submissions must be post-
marked or e-mailed by January 23, 2009. 
Essays will be judged on the basis of scholar-
ship, imagination, and quality of writing.
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ISI w
as founded in 1953 to further in successive gen-

erations of college youth a better understanding of the 
econom

ic, political, and ethical values that sustain a 
free and hum

ane society. W
ith ISI’s volunteer repre-

sentatives at over 900 colleges, and w
ith m

ore than 
60,000 ISI student and faculty m

em
bers on virtually 

every cam
pus in the country, ISI directs thousands of 

young people each year to a w
ide array of educational 

program
s that deepen their understanding of the 

A
m

erican ideal of ordered liberty.

ISI annually conducts over 300 educational program
s 

around the country, including lectures, debates, 
student conferences, and sum

m
er schools. ISI also 

offers graduate fellow
ships for aspiring college 

teachers and distributes m
ore than three m

illion 
copies of ISI books, journals, and affi liated student 
new

spapers on college and university cam
puses 

across the country. T
hese program

s w
ork at different 

levels and in different w
ays to nurture in the rising 

generation an appreciation of our nation’s founding 
principles—

lim
ited governm

ent, individual liberty, 
private property, a free-m

arket econom
y, personal 

responsibility, and ethical standards.

ISI is a nonprofi t, nonpartisan, tax-exem
pt educa-

tional organization. T
he institute receives no funding 

or any other aid from
 any level of the governm

ent.
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Every registrant receives a free copy of 
Patriot Sage: George W

ashington and the 
American Political Tradition
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INTERCOLLEGIATE STUDIES INSTITUTE
3901 Centerville Road  •  PO Box 4431
Wilmington, DE 19807
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